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Both novice and experienced hunters will find these sections a valuable resource to help in making informed decisions regarding hunt 
selections. The sections contain up-to-date information on: 
 
• Which game management units have the most big-game permits, 
• The units with the narrowest male to female ratios, 
• Units and hunts with the highest hunt success, 
• Hunts that have the best drawing odds, and 
• Historical survey and hunt information the reader can use to compare trends for the major game species in each management 

unit. 
 
The information is relatively simple to use. Looking through the section on deer, for example, you will find a summary of the survey 
data for both mule deer and white-tailed deer in each game management unit having these species. This information will help you 
determine whether a unit has a high proportion of bucks and whether it is experiencing good fawn production. Bear in mind, however, 
that due to differences in survey methods the male to female and female to young ratios are only estimates. 

By checking the unit hunt information summary, you can determine the hunter success rate, how many permits were available 
in the past, and the drawing odds for previous hunts. Be aware that some units have several authorized hunts, each limited to a specific 
kind (or kinds) of weapon. Your selection of a hunt for which to apply will depend on your own preference of hunt area, weapon type, 
season dates, and the kind of animal you wish to harvest. 
 
Beating the Odds 
Permits for big-game hunts in Arizona are issued through a drawing system. Since the best predictor of the future is the past, the best 
estimate of your draw odds for an upcoming hunt is the draw rate for that hunt in the previous draw. Draw odds for each hunt are 
calculated by dividing successful first choice applicants by the total first choice applicants. Even though some permits may have been 
issued to second choice applicants, this method accurately reflects the applicant’s chances of receiving their first choice. 

The odds of receiving a permit for a second choice hunt instead of a first choice hunt are calculated by subtracting the draw rate 
for the first choice hunt from the draw rate for the second choice hunt. The odds for receiving your first or second choice would therefore 
be the same as your highest odds choice. For example, if your first choice selection had a 40 percent draw rate last year, and your second 
choice selection had a 60 percent draw rate, your odds this year are 40 percent for getting your first choice, 20 percent for getting your 
second choice, and 60 percent overall (assuming that the results of this year’s draw will be similar to those of the previous draw). It 
therefore makes little sense to apply for a second choice hunt with a lower draw rate than your first choice hunt. Only those hunts that did 
not fill with first or second choice applications are considered for third, fourth, or fifth choices. Therefore, only hunts with draw odds of 
100 percent are good candidates for these choices. 

While draw rates are relatively favorable for most deer, turkey and javelina hunts, they are much more competitive for elk, antelope, 
bison, and bighorn sheep. Beginning in 1991, the Arizona Game and Fish Department began issuing bonus points to unsuccessful applicants 
for these species. In 1999, unsuccessful applicants for deer began to receive bonus points. In 2005, turkey, javelina, and spring bear began 
receiving bonus points. Each point accumulated gives the applicant an extra entry in the hunt drawing for that species. For more information 
about the bonus point system, please refer to R12-4-107 in the current Fall Hunting Regulations booklet. 

A summary of 2017 draw odds seems to indicate little advantage to having many bonus points. Applicants with the largest 
number of bonus points are applying for hunts with the poorest draw odds, which obscures the benefits of having multiple bonus points. 
For example, elk applicants without any bonus points applied for hunts with draw odds that averaged 32.2 percent, while those with 24 
bonus points applied for hunts with draw odds averaging about 2.73 percent.  

Draw odds in the tables contained in the species sections are computed without regard to numbers of bonus points and 
therefore represent your odds if you have an average number of bonus points. In the 2017 draw, the average applicant for elk tags had 
about 3 bonus points while those applying for antelope, bighorn sheep, bison, and deer tags had 7, 9, 6, and 2 respectively. 

Another point to consider when choosing hunts is the number of people on your application. This can be an important factor 
when applying for hunts with low numbers of permits, since no permits will be issued if there are not enough for everyone on the 
application. Applying with three other people for a 10-permit hunt, for example, cuts your odds by 30 percent. Applying with people 
who have fewer bonus points than you have will also decrease your odds, since the number of bonus points assigned to an application 
is the average accumulated by the group. 

One last tip to keep in mind is that new hunts, or hunts in which permits have been recently increased, generally have slightly 
better draw odds than other hunts. Conversely, hunts with reduced numbers of permits generally have poorer odds. 
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Bonus points listed below include the permanent hunter education point and the loyalty point (earn by submitting 
a valid application for 5 consecutive years). 

 

For all species except antelope and elk, the tables below are a summary of group bonus points resulting from the 2017 Fall Draw (Section A) 
and individual bonus points going into the 2018 Fall Draw (Section B). 

For antelope and elk, the tables are a summary of group bonus points resulting from the 2018 Antelope and Elk Draw (Section A) and 
individual bonus points going into the 2019 Antelope and Elk Draw (Section B). Group bonus points are the average number of bonus points per 
hunt application. A hunt application can be submitted with 1 to 4 applicants. The bonus points, which may differ for each individual on an application, 
are averaged to come up with “group bonus points.” Individual bonus points in Section B are the count of all hunters in each bonus point level. Both 
group and individual bonus points include the permanent hunter education point and the loyalty point. All potential hunters may not be represented in 
Section A if an individual with bonus points did not apply during the recent Draw. Also, keep in mind that applicants with the greatest number of bonus 
points often apply for hunts with poorest draw odds, which obscures the benefits of having multiple bonus points. Refer to the narrative on the previous 
pages about “Beating the Odds.” 

Remember, all potential hunters may not apply in a given year. Also, Section A does NOT reflect individuals who may have purchased a 
bonus point for a given species. 

 
 

Deer 
A B 

RESULTS OF THE 2017 FALL DRAW GOING INTO THE 2018 FALL DRAW 

Group Bonus Points 
going into the 2017 Fall 

Draw 

No. Hunters per Bonus 
Point going into the 

2017 Fall Draw 

Percent Drawn during 
the 2017 Fall Draw 

within a Bonus Point 
grouping 

Individual Bonus Point 
going into the 2018 Fall 

Draw 

No. of  Hunters per Bonus Point going into the 
2018 Fall Draw 

        RESIDENT NONRESIDENT TOTAL 
0 8,591 18.91%         
1 17,425 38.35% 1 134,662 10,229 144,891 
2 12,469 27.44% 2 31,720 2,974 34,694 
3 3,750 8.25% 3 11,625 1,925 13,550 
4 1,601 3.52% 4 4,941 1,061 6,002 
5 650 1.43% 5 2,663 1,169 3,832 
6 315 0.69% 6 1,781 966 2,747 
7 190 0.42% 7 1,202 989 2,191 
8 120 0.26% 8 846 761 1,607 
9 88 0.19% 9 587 673 1,260 

10 43 0.09% 10 388 534 922 
11 27 0.06% 11 252 572 824 
12 24 0.05% 12 236 480 716 
13 32 0.07% 13 178 487 665 
14 31 0.07% 14 136 408 544 
15 20 0.04% 15 99 285 384 
16 18 0.04% 16 98 279 377 
17 12 0.03% 17 83 255 338 
18 11 0.02% 18 44 234 278 
19 8 0.02% 19 16 173 189 
20 11 0.02% 20 4 141 145 
      21 2 121 123 
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Pronghorn Antelope 
A B 

RESULTS OF 2018 FALL DRAW GOING INTO THE 2018 FALL DRAW 

Group Bonus Points 
going into the 2018 Fall 

Draw 

No. of Hunters per 
Bonus Point going into 

the 2018 Fall Draw 

Percent Drawn during 
the 2018 Fall Draw 

within a Bonus Point 
grouping 

Individual Bonus 
Points going into the 

2019 Fall Draw 

No. of  Hunters per Bonus Point going into the 
2019 Fall Draw 

        Resident Nonresident Total 
0 3,555 1.23% 1 118,542 8,998 127,540 
1 3,605 2.21% 2 9,952 1,984 11,936 
2 3,162 4.66% 3 5,980 1,251 7,231 
3 2,156 5.76% 4 3,890 585 4,475 
4 1,902 3.68% 5 2,852 817 3,669 
5 2,061 4.53% 6 3,012 712 3,724 
6 1,912 5.88% 7 2,718 654 3,372 
7 1,760 4.53% 8 2,288 626 2,914 
8 1,471 4.66% 9 2,010 562 2,572 
9 1,262 5.88% 10 1,702 434 2,136 

10 1,149 5.15% 11 1,535 424 1,959 
11 1,005 2.94% 12 1,303 404 1,707 
12 997 3.92% 13 1,205 362 1,567 
13 942 3.06% 14 1,135 372 1,507 
14 765 4.90% 15 945 261 1,206 
15 654 4.29% 16 842 222 1,064 
16 669 5.15% 17 812 207 1,019 
17 646 3.92% 18 759 188 947 
18 538 3.19% 19 622 137 759 
19 446 2.82% 20 550 78 628 
20 367 1.72% 21 453 87 540 
21 306 2.08% 22 386 64 450 
22 284 1.72% 23 347 52 399 
23 236 3.19% 24 270 29 299 
24 114 6.50% 25 104 12 116 
25 26 1.84% 26 40 6 46 
26 5 0.49% 27 14 3 17 
27 1 0.12% 28 7 0 7 
      29 1 1 2 
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Elk 
A B 

RESULTS OF THE 2018 FALL DRAW GOING INTO THE 2019 FALL DRAW 

Group Bonus 
Points going into 

the 2018 Fall Draw 

No. of Hunters per 
Bonus Point going 
into the 2018 Fall 

Draw 

Percent Drawn 
during the 2018 

Fall Draw within a 
Bonus Point 

grouping 

Individual Bonus 
Points going into 

the 2019 Fall Draw 
No. of  Hunters per Bonus Point going into the 2019 Fall Draw 

        Resident Nonresident Total 

0 17,418 7.76% 1 133,652 16,912 150,564 

1 23,137 17.93% 2 40,151 6,015 46,166 

2 24,272 23.19% 3 23,967 3,843 27,810 

3 16,012 16.06% 4 14,592 1,848 16,440 

4 11,227 11.59% 5 9,350 2,260 11,610 

5 7,752 8.53% 6 6,277 1,960 8,237 

6 4,874 6.16% 7 3,772 1,460 5,232 

7 3,116 3.32% 8 2,229 1,418 3,647 

8 1,916 1.80% 9 1,444 1,418 2,592 

9 1,270 1.13% 10 918 866 1,784 

10 827 0.54% 11 572 803 1,375 

11 704 0.53% 12 439 691 1,130 

12 563 0.31% 13 333 619 952 

13 534 0.27% 14 272 657 929 

14 492 0.21% 15 222 555 777 

15 316 0.13% 16 199 347 546 

16 284 0.11% 17 192 295 487 

17 235 0.11% 18 144 238 382 

18 167 0.04% 19 139 185 324 

19 152 0.07% 20 90 158 248 

20 105 0.07% 21 49 134 183 

21 70 0.09% 22 36 66 102 

22 33 0.03% 23 19 46 65 

23 11 0.02% 24 6 21 27 

24 3 0.00% 25 3 7 10 

      26 1 0 1 

      27 0 1 1 

      28 0 0 0 

      29 0 1 1 
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Turkey 
A B 

RESULTS OF THE 2018 SPRING DRAW GOING INTO THE 2018 FALL DRAW 

Group Bonus 
Points going into 
the 2018 Spring 

Draw 

No. of Hunters 
per Bonus Point 

going into the 
2018 Spring Draw 

Percent Drawn 
during the 2018 

Spring Draw 
within a Bonus 
Point grouping 

Individual Bonus Points 
going into the 2018 Fall 

Draw 

No. of  Hunters per Bonus Point going into the 2018 Fall 
Draw 

        Resident Nonresident Total 

0 2,097 8.95% 1 133,721 7,472 141,193 

1 4,565 32.47% 2 10,046 281 10,327 

2 3,416 27.84% 3 3,356 123 3,479 

3 1,743 14.20% 4 1,474 116 1,590 

4 707 8.73% 5 562 60 622 

5 402 4.78% 6 320 44 364 

6 163 1.29% 7 195 40 235 

7 124 0.36% 8 197 56 253 

8 97 0.32% 9 127 42 169 

9 89 0.11% 10 136 22 158 

10 71 0.06% 11 69 36 105 

11 50 0.17% 12 78 12 90 

12 59 0.09% 13 71 20 91 

13 57 0.06% 14 76 15 91 

14 35 0.02% 15 62 3 656 

15 41 0.07% 16 53 7 60 

16 27 0.04% 17 29 6 35 

17 24 0.13% 18 26 4 30 

18 13 0.06% 19 12 6 18 

19 18 0.04% 20 18 9 27 

20 10 0.09% 21 13 0 13 

21 7 0.09% 22 7 3 10 

23 2 0.00% 23 4 2 6 

24 1 0.02% 24 1 4 5 

25 1 0.02% 25 3 2 5 

      26 2 0 2 
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Javelina 
A B 

RESULTS OF THE 2018 SPRING DRAW GOING INTO THE 2018 FALL DRAW 

Group Bonus 
Points going into 
the 2018 Spring 

Draw 

No. of Hunters per 
Bonus Point going 

into the 2018 
Spring Draw 

Percent Drawn 
during the 2018 

Spring Draw within 
a Bonus Point 

grouping 

Individual Bonus Points 
going into the 2018 Fall 

Draw 

No. of  Hunters per Bonus Point going into the 2018 
Fall Draw 

        Resident Nonresident Total 

0 6,904 30.15% 1 135,151 7,991 143,142 

1 10,316 47.09% 2 6,343 368 6,711 

2 4,307 20.64% 3 399 125 524 

3 360 1.76% 4 86 73 159 

4 41 0.20% 5 31 74 105 

5 9 0.05% 6 20 53 73 

6 8 0.04% 7 17 33 50 

7 6 0.03% 8 14 27 41 

8 4 0.02% 9 7 22 29 

13 1 0.01% 10 2 6 8 

14 1 0.01% 11 5 14 19 

16 1 0.01% 12 1 7 8 

      13 1 8 9 

      14 0 7 7 

      15 3 2 5 

      16 2 2 4 

      17 4 2 6 

      18 0 2 2 

      19 0 1 1 

      21 0 1 1 

      22 2 0 2 

      23 1 0 1 

      24 1 1 2 

      25 1 0 1 

      26 2 0 2 
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Bighorn 
A B 

RESULTS OF THE 2017 FALL DRAW GOING INTO THE 2018 FALL DRAW 

Group Bonus Points 
going into the 2017 

Fall Draw 

No. of Hunters per 
Bonus Point going 
into the 2017 Fall 

Draw 

Percent Drawn 
during the 2017 Fall 
Draw within a Bonus 

Point grouping 

Individual Bonus Points 
going into the 2018 Fall 

Draw 

No. of  Hunters per Bonus Point going into the 2018 
Fall Draw 

        Resident Nonresident Total 

0 1,546 0.96% 1 124,687 7,946 132,633 

1 1,671 0.96% 2 3,906 1,640 5,546 

2 1,464 2.88% 3 2,435 1,243 3,678 

3 905 2.88% 4 1,711 520 2,231 

4 732 2.88% 5 952 787 1,739 

5 1,030 2.88% 6 1,259 733 1,992 

6 1,075 6.73% 7 1,124 782 1,906 

7 863 5.77% 8 998 571 1,569 

8 627 0.96% 9 686 514 1,200 

9 583 2.88% 10 660 461 1,121 

10 588 3.85% 11 565 486 1,051 

11 536 0.96% 12 533 455 988 

12 513 1.92% 13 522 398 920 

13 503 3.85% 14 467 363 830 

14 515 2.88% 15 453 324 777 

15 525 8.65% 16 440 325 765 

16 565 2.88% 17 489 286 775 

17 509 1.92% 18 437 240 677 

18 362 0.96% 19 327 169 496 

19 315 3.85% 20 278 153 431 

20 293 3.85% 21 230 151 381 

21 258 3.85% 22 231 107 338 

22 264 1.92% 23 218 113 331 

23 228 4.81% 24 218 80 298 

24 223 1.92% 25 180 75 255 

25 184 0.96% 26 141 71 212 

26 176 1.92% 27 164 41 205 

27 206 19.23% 28 192 33 225 

28 83 0.00% 29 66 3 69 
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Bear 
A B 

RESULTS OF THE 2018 SPRING DRAW GOING INTO THE 2019 SPRING DRAW 

Group Bonus Points 
going into the 2018 

Spring Draw 

No. of Hunters per 
Bonus Point going into 
the 2018 Spring Draw 

Percent Drawn during 
the 2018 Spring Draw 
within a Bonus Point 

grouping 

Individual Bonus 
Points going into the 

2018 Fall Draw 

No. of  Hunters per Bonus Point going into the 
2019 Spring Draw 

        Resident Nonresident Total 

0 242 20.48% 1 136,071 7,347 143,418 

1 333 42.32% 2 1,110 68 1,178 

2 137 17.75% 3 328 23 351 

3 72 10.58% 4 152 12 164 

4 25 3.75% 5 69 7 76 

5 27 2.73% 6 61 7 68 

6 5 34.00% 7 30 1 31 

7 11 2.05% 8 23 3 26 

      9 8 3 11 

      10 15 4 19 

      11 9 1 10 

      12 13 2 15 

      13 6 1 7 

      14 7 2 9 
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A B 

RESULTS OF THE 2018 SPRING DRAW GOING INTO THE 2018 FALL DRAW 

Group Bonus Points 
going into the 2018 

Spring Draw 

No. of Hunters per 
Bonus Point going 

into the 2018 Spring 
Draw 

Percent Drawn 
during the 2018 

Spring Draw within a 
Bonus Point grouping 

Individual Bonus Points 
going into the 2018 Fall 

Draw 

No. of  Hunters per Bonus Point going into the 
2018 Fall Draw 

        Resident Nonresident Total 
0 150 0.00% 1 132,307 7,558 139,865 
1 226 3.80% 2 2,304 411 2,715 
2 137 6.33% 3 1,128 222 1,350 
3 109 8.86% 4 722 155 877 
4 71 2.53% 5 490 105 595 
5 60 1.27% 6 376 89 465 
6 54 2.53% 7 317 71 388 
7 49 8.86% 8 297 59 356 
8 51 5.06% 9 264 60 333 
9 29 6.33% 10 241 39 280 

10 37 2.53% 11 183 49 232 
11 29 2.53% 12 197 35 232 
12 32 3.80% 13 155 48 203 
13 24 1.27% 14 140 24 164 
14 23 6.33% 15 112 18 130 
15 11 5.06% 16 97 15 112 
16 18 2.53% 17 90 11 101 
17 13 2.53% 18 102 12 114 
18 12 1.27% 19 69 15 84 
19 15 2.53% 20 77 8 85 
20 6 1.27% 21 62 1 63 
21 9 2.53% 22 63 9 72 
22 14 5.06% 23 70 10 80 
23 12 3.80% 24 53 9 62 
24 5 5.06% 25 40 1 41 
25 7 3.80% 26 43 5 48 
26 6 1.27% 27 44 3 47 
27 8 1.27% 28 43 3 46 
28 8 0.00% 29 39 1 40 
29 3 0.00% 30 21 1 22 
30 4 0.00% 31 20 1 21 
31 3 0.00% 32 14 1 15 
33 1 0.00% 33 16 1 17 
34 1 0.00% 34 6 0 6 
      35 5 0 5 
      36 3 0 3 
      37 2 0 2 
      38 2 0 2 
      39 1 1 2 
      40 1 0 1 
      43 1 0 1 
      44 0 1 1 
      45 0 0 0 
      46 2 0 2 
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A B 

RESULTS OF THE 2018 SPRING DRAW GOING INTO THE 2018 FALL DRAW 

Group Bonus Points 
going into the 2018 

Spring Draw 

No. of Hunters per 
Bonus Point going 

into the 2018 Spring 
Draw 

Percent Drawn 
during the 2018 

Spring Draw within a 
Bonus Point grouping 

Individual Bonus Points 
going into the 2018 Fall 

Draw 

No. of  Hunters per Bonus Point going into the 
2018 Fall Draw 

      47 1 0 1 

 


	Beating the Odds
	Bonus points listed below include the permanent hunter education point and the loyalty point (earn by submitting a valid application for 5 consecutive years).

