




Introduction 

Arizona has an amazing diversity of aquatic habitats, a significant portion of which are managed 

for sportfishing opportunity. Many of the state's sportfish species are non-native and have been 

introduced to increase sportfishing opportunity. As a result the Arizona Game and Fish 

Department manages those resources in balance with 

native aquatic wildlife. The Arizona Game and Fish 

Department (Department) manages our sportfishing 

resources in two broad categories: coldwater fisheries 

and warmwater fisheries. 

Just slightly over 254,000 acres of impounded water 

(lakes, reservoirs, ponds, and tanks) and nearly 1,200 

linear miles of rivers and streams are managed for 

warmwater species. These numbers include inland waters 

as well as the Colorado River. Management of these 

waters is based on biology, angler use, partnership 

commitments and needs, as well as social demands. 

Regulations on waters are established through 

management recommendations. These regulations are 

established to encourage angler use including harvest 

whenever appropriate. 

The Department relies heavily on strong partnerships 

Table 1. Wannwater Sportfish found in
Arizona. 

Largemouth Bass Micropterus salmoides 
Smallmouth Bass Micropterus dolomieu 
Black Crappie Pomoxis nigromacu/atus 
White Crappie Pomoxis annularis 
Bluegill Sunfish Lepomis macrochirus 
Redear Sunfish Lepomis micro/ophus 
Green Sunfish Lepomis cyanellus 
Roundtail Chub Gila robusta 
Tilapia Ti/apia sp. 
Northern Pike Esox lucius 
Striped Bass Morone saxatilis 
Yellow Bass Morone mississippiensis 
White Bass Morone chrysops 
Yellow Perch Perea flavecens 
Walleye Sander vitreus 
Yellow Bullhead Ameiurus natalis 
Black Bullhead Ameiurus me/as 
Brown Bullhead Ameiurus nebu/osus 
Channel Catfish Jctalurus punctatus 
Flathead Catfish Pylodictis o/ivaris 
Carp Cyprinus carpio 

with water storage projects to manage warmwater fisheries in Arizona. Very few Department 

managed waters are owned or controlled by the State of Arizona. Water storage projects manage 

the majority of water in Arizona and therefore are very important partners in fisheries management. 

Even though the primary purposes for these projects are for irrigation, hydroelectric power, flood 

control, and municipal uses, they have been and remain engaged with the Department for fisheries 

management. 

A list of 21 species of warm water sportfish is provided in Table 1. While not an exhaustive list of 

warmwater species that could be considered a sportfish, these are the most commonly accepted 

ones. Some of these species are heavily used, but others are under-utilized or ignored. The latest 

license sales data from 2016 indicates the Department licensed more than 293,000 resident and 

79,000 non-resident anglers. From a comprehensive angler survey the Department completed in 

2013, anglers spent a total of just over 6 million days fishing in Arizona, a 17 .6% increase from 

2001. Of those user days, over 2.1 million were from trout fishing (36%) with the remaining 3.8 

million for all other species (64%). Community Fishing Program waters had an estimated angler 

use of 676,286 angler use days (AUD) or 11 % of state's total AUD's. Approximately 75% of the 

state's AUD's were spent on just 32 waters around the state (Table 11). Four of the 5 top used 
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